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Great Addington CE Primary School 

THE GREAT ADDINGTON APPROACH TO  
PHONIC & SPELLING POLICY 

 
 
A New, Whole School Approach to Spelling  
At Great Addington, we encourage our pupils to think and write creatively, be adventurous with their use of 

language and write with a clear purpose and for pleasure. Children have such varied opportunities within 

the Curriculum to read widely across different subjects and write with purpose across a range of genres. In 

order for these aims to be realised, it is essential that our pupils learn to spell accurately. Our expectation 

is for children to learn and apply a wide range of spelling strategies within their independent writing.   

 
As part of a review of children's acquisition of spelling, the school is implementing a new, whole school 
approach which shifts the focus away from testing, places a far greater emphasis on the quality of spellings 
within children's independent work and prioritises the systematic teaching of spelling rules and patterns 
across all phases of the school. 
 
The new Phonics & Spelling Policy has the following key principles:  
 
-Spelling should be taught systematically in all phases of the school 
-Children’s acquisition of phonic/spelling knowledge should be sequenced within an agreed framework with 
clearly defined end points 
-Pupils will follow the structured Read Write Inc (RWI) phonics scheme in Reception and Key Stage 1, 
followed by the systematic teaching of spelling rules, patterns and strategies from Year 2 into Key Stage 2 
-Pupils should routinely apply their knowledge of spelling strategies in independent written work across the 
curriculum so that their work is fluent and accurate and includes adventurous vocabulary choices 
-Children’s independence should be fostered by equipping them with strategies to tackle unknown words 
independently 
 
Assessment  
Comprehensive termly assessments across the whole school will provide us with a clear picture of 
individual pupils' ability. Pupils will work through their own, individual assessment booklets and these 
working documents will accompany them throughout their time in our setting. 
 
Based on the outcomes of the termly assessments, the subsequent, systematic teaching of spelling 
patterns will be accurately matched to the ability of every child. It is the school's expectation that this will 
promote improved accuracy within children's work which will be acknowledged and celebrated through 
teacher’s marking and praise as per the school’s point-card system. The school is approaching spelling, this 
very important aspect of education, in a more dynamic and personalised way. 
 
What does this look like in classrooms?  

With due regard to the spelling requirements of the National Curriculum, we are using a Spelling Skills 

Ladder (see example below) which carefully sequences the phonics and spelling progression across the 

school from Year 2 to Year 6, with clearly identified end points that children are expected to achieve by the 

end of each phase in the school. Our new approach to spelling is now fully embedded within our 

classrooms; following an initial assessment of spelling knowledge, all pupils are placed on the appropriate 

position of the Spelling Skills Ladder to ensure that subsequent work and targets are carefully matched to 

the ability of each child. The children are aware of their targets, practise their application through specific 

spelling lessons and throughout any written work.  
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Support to practice these at home would be greatly appreciated, within a contextual approach. Can you 

include these words writing a shopping list, a postcard, a kind note to someone in your house? The list of 

words on the target sticker is not exhaustive, so please feel free to add any words that you think are 

appropriate and support the targeted rule. When children apply their target consistently and independently 

within written work, new targets will be set.  

Please do take some time to read the Phonics & Spelling Policy under 'Policies' in the School Information 

section of the school website if you would like further information. As always, please ask if you have any 

further questions.  

Many thanks for your continued support,  

Mrs Kingsnorth  

Example of the spelling words assessed for Year 2 Example of the assessment booklet where children 
record their words  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example of the  

Spelling Target Sticker  

shared with home 
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Example of the Spelling Skills Progression Ladder:  

 

 


